'.FROM JANUARY 1927 TO THE FIRST FIVE-YEAR PLAN
Adults were not the only visitors to Peterhof that day. The
writer stated: "We found an open-air children's school. A pretty
and quietly-dressed woman read aloud; the children, boys ^a&4
girls of from seven to ten years old, sat round her on the grass,
they wore red shirts, short white trousers, and red caps of the
French revolution type, and were surprisingly well-behaved seeing
that, as we discovered, the lesson was on 'hygiene in relation to
culture.* They were the children of Communist parents/'
Reference has been made in previous chapters to the increasing
efficiency of the Soviets* armed forces. M. Litvinov's proposals
at Geneva for complete disarmament having been rejected, the
Government of the U.S.S.R. had no other alternative in the mean-
time but to strengthen its defence forces, which it continued to
do successfully. Mr. Arthur Ransome thus described the military
parade on the Red Square, February 26, 1928: "There was silence.
Then by some ingenious arrangement of microphones and loud-
speakers a giant voice, unrecognizable, but perhaps originally
Voroshilov's, sounded as if high in the air above the crowd. The
short speech ended. There followed the roar of many thousand
voices; the massed bands fairly let themselves go; and above all
was the hollow thunder of the saluting guns, firing battery by
battery,"1
As to the troops, the writer continued: "Then came the orderly
march past of infantry, each company letting loose a roar as it
passed the saluting point. Then the cavalry passed at a gallop
yelling. Then the artillery, three guns abreast, going as hard as
they could go."
Mr. Ransome recalled ten years earlier when the Red Army was
first established. He went on: "But this impressive parade of the
Regular Army had not lost touch with those hungry, desperate
ragamuffins who drilled here ten years ago. The regular troops
were followed by armed workers from the factories by companies,
Red Cross working women, and one company of sturdy young
women who carried rifles with the rest. The women alone did not
1 Manchester Guardian, February 27, 1928.
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